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of urban well drilling
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the-bill for the project. with the
‘work expected 1o last until the turp
pf-the century.

" Io ths ¢ity, the average four-mem-
fer household now pays $520 & year
for  water end sewage service; the
gomparable figure In Philadelphia is
About 5100 less. By 2000, Boston rates,
Wwhich have more than doubled In
the last seven years, are expected 1o
double agaio, with some ennual we-
‘ter bills surpassing property taxes.
“' Barkowitz, 40, chairmen of the pop-
lar! ‘ elghtrestaurant Legal Sea
Foods chain, gald ha had growno
alormed When the water and sewar
bill ot the company’s fish processing
‘plant is Boston's Allston section sur-
Emed $14,000 a mocth last year. 50
10’ asked his plant mapager 1o ex-
plore enstsaving measures.

The mapager, who lives ootside
the eity and bas his own private well,
suggesied that Berkowitz cansider
Yriling for watar. The manager
called (o a New Hampshire welldrill-
er, who determined it was feasible.

A2t torped out, the welldriller
had o dig 45 feat below the surface
shefore striking water, Bul water

Viheze,was And Legal Sea Foods is
*now pumping 15,000 gallons a day,
YandBerkowl(tz is saying he axpacts to
'rigup the well's §S2,500 cost o
' aboal 1wo years.

, "The driller — David Haynes, presi-
"ddopt of Northeast Water Wells Inc, In
“Hudson, NH — said he bad been
v flaodied with phone calls from Boston.
+orgq residenis ever goca word of
*Beruowits's wall leaked out last week a1
* a City Council meeting on the preblem.
‘. “Pgople are calling me left, right
and center lnguiring right mow
* Hayoes sald “Bostou-ares proper isa
".brand-new market for everybody.”
' Haynes emphasizes, though, that
Jwells are not appropriste for every
s‘urban dweller.

For one thing, the drilling opera-
'tlon requires at least 300 square leel
of space 5o that trucks and other
_heavy equipment can maneuver. la

addition, he suggests that privats
wall water ba used oaly for lndus
trial purposes — such es cleaning or
cooling equipment — because wells
used for drinking water and food

handling purposes require frequent’

testing dnd ars tighty regulated

Barkowitz sald his plant used {ts
well water for cleaning floors, wash-
|ag dishes and dolng laundry, But ha
maintained that the water beneath
his fish plant tested purer than the
municipal water ho still uses for food
preparation.

Local water afficlals dispute tha
contention.

“Drilling & well and drinking the
water? That would bo the last thing |
would recommand {or anybady,” sald
Clolek “You've got a basic choice. Do
you want to use water that’s been
sitting under tha city for 350 years, or
do you want to pipe It (n from a
pristine resarvolr %0 miles away?"

The clty currently recelves ils wa-
tar {rom the Quabbin Reservolr in
central Massachusatils,

Clolek also quastions how much
mopey a elty business or resident
can save by bypassing the municipal
walsr gyslem, becaise B¢Wer COSLS
account for 60 percent of water bills,

The way 10 lower your water bill,
ha sald, s simple: Use less water,

“This has been a booanza for watar
drilling companles that seem to be
gaying that all peopla have to do i3
drill a well in their bock yards and
either water or oil will come up.”
Ciolek said. *It's patently foolish.”

ln the mesntime, & spokesman for
the Massachusetts Water Hesources
Authority, which supplies water to
22 milllon homes and  businesses,
mostly io the greater Boston area,
said the agency did not fear any loas
of busicess from urban water wells.

“We have one of the largest and best
water systems in the world right here,
and there are communities through-
out Massachuserts who would love 10
hock up to our water system,” sald
Paul DiNatale. “So we'ra not worried
abou! losing water customers.”
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